
Town of Swanzey – Golden Rod Grange Advisory Committee Draft Minutes 
May 6, 2021 
 

Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Golden Rod Grange Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes – May 6, 2021 
Golden Rod Grange Hall, 625 Old Homestead Highway 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Committee. Review, correction, and 

approval of minutes will occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Committee. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting of the Golden Rod Grange Advisory Committee started at 4:00 p.m.  Because this was the 
first meeting Town Administrator Michael Branley gave a rundown of what the committee’s purpose 
was and that a chair and vice chair will need to be selected.  Committee members present were Joe 
Smith, Linda Minickiello and Lillian Chirichella. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Raette Trombly, Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin, Administrative Assistant Jenna Fraunfelder, and 
Town Administrator Michael Branley 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
The committee’s charge, historic building assessment for the building developed by architect Michael 
Petrovick, and a spreadsheet of the cost estimate were handed out. The cost estimate outlined the cost 
to get the building back to the same condition of Whitcomb Hall at the beginning of that project.   
Jasmin spoke about the current request for proposals for the building’s foundation.  Jasmin then took 
the committee on a tour of the building and pointed out the major areas that need to be addressed.  
 
After the tour there was a brief discussion on what the committee should be thinking about, i.e. what 
the building could be used for, maybe having a private/public partnership. Smith asked if there were 
funds, would painting the building make sense?  Branley stated he didn’t think painting would be the 
best idea at this point, he also thinks there is a lot of carpentry work that would need to get done before 
it could even be painted.  
 
Donations and fundraising was brought up but after talking about it Minickiello stated it doesn’t seem 
right to take money from people at this point without a plan. Committee members agreed.  Smith asked 
about if people are asked to donate a large sum of money how do they handle that.  Branley stated have 
them make the commitment to do so but do not collect money until there a plan and a reachable goal is 
in place.  
 
There was discussion about other needs that might be on next year’s warrant and how to handle that. 
Jasmin stated there is always competing needs and warrant articles.  Branley stated one of the items in 
the charge is for the committee meet with the Capital Improvement Programs Committee to see what 
year might be better to ask for money from the tax payers.  
 
There was some discussion about the Mt. Caesar library project and Minickiello asked if the Grange and 
their project could be merged.  She did state she didn’t know much about what they hoped for their 
project. The committee agreed that it is worth having a conversation with the Library Trustees.  
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Meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
May 27 at 4:00 p.m. at the Grange Hall 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Jenna Fraunfelder 
Administrative Assistant 


